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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-765
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: November 22, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: November 23, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapters 30 – Planning and Development Department, 31 – Fire and Rescue Department, 32 – Public Works Department, 55 – Downtown Investment Authority, and 90 – Board of Library Trustees to modify the requirements for appointed officials to have four-year degrees “from an accredited college or university.”  Chapter 116 – Employees and Employee Benefits – is amended to provide a definition of “accredited university or college degree” to mean a degree from an institution accredited by an accrediting agency or state approval agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.
Background Information: The City’s Inspector General recently investigated a whistleblower complaint about several current appointed officials and a nominee for an appointed position alleging that the employees and nominee did not have degrees from accredited colleges or universities as required by the Ordinance Code. The IG’s investigation substantiated the allegation and found that the Employee Services Department lacked sufficient internal controls to verify college degrees and transcripts and to verify that the degrees were awarded by accredited colleges. This bill is intended to provide a clear definition of what constitutes an “accredited college or university” for this purpose. It also inserts language requiring a degree from an accredited college or university into several Code chapters where college degrees are required as credentials for various appointed officials, but the sections do not mention accreditation. Other chapters already require degrees from accredited colleges.
The U.S. Department of Education does not accredit colleges and universities, but the Secretary of Education is required by law to publish a list of nationally recognized accrediting agencies that the Secretary determines to be reliable authorities as to the quality of education or training provided by the institutions of higher education and the higher education programs they accredit. 

Policy Impact Area: Employee qualifications
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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